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MOLLINGTON PARISH COUN‘C\L




MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 18TH JULY 2023
 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



 PRESENT: Councillors Dave Wells (Chair); Roger Jones; Mike Jones; Jack Jones; Kaye Brassington and Mike Riley. Ward Councillor Simon Eardley and Pat Wells (Minute taker).
23/063
APOLOGIES


Mrs Pauline English, Parish Clerk.

23/064
CO-OPTION TO FILL VACANCY

Following the Election on 4thMay there is one vacancy on the Parish Council which can be filled by co-option.  The vacancy was advertised on the Parish Council’s Notice Boards with a closing date of Friday 14th July. There have been no applications. It was AGREED that the advert would be updated, extended and posted on the Website and Notice Boards and a further discussion at the September meeting. 

23/065
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST   

Councillors Jack Jones declared an interest in respect of Item 12 HyNet. Councillor Mike Riley declared an interest in Item 13 School Field and Councillor Mike Jones declared an interest in Item 7 Planning.

23/066
PUBLIC SPEAKING TIME

Mr Brian Cook attended the meeting with a specific interest in Item 12 HyNet requesting an update on the latest position and to express some concerns. 
· Councillor Wells stated that the Government Net Zero Project is a multi million pound programme of works designed to capture CO2 emissions from the production of Hydrogen at Stanlow and other factories and convey it via underground pipes to the Bay of Liverpool. 
· Mr Cook has concerns about the “colour” of the Hydrogen and associated health and environmental risks, the consultation and communication process and the impact on residents and the village. He said that some residents are not aware of the project.
· Ward Councillor Eardley stated that the grading by colour of Hydrogen (blue, green, white, grey) is a complex one and agreed that in the early stages of the transition fossil fuels will be used but ultimately the project would be net zero. The National Planning Inspector could pull the project but this is highly unlikely and therefore his role and that of the Parish Council’s would be to mitigate the impact as far as is possible. 
· Ward Councillor Eardley advised that farmers are being consulted directly. In addition he had circulated pamphlets including updates on the project status. Councillor Wells stated that the Parish Council had issued several Newsletters. 

· It was accepted that there were deficiencies in HyNet’s approach and that the consultation events and communications had not been as informative, robust and thorough as they should. Another event is planned for September.
· It was noted that the detailed programme of works (available on-line) is very fluid and is updated weekly. Current understanding is that each phase of the works would take approximately three months and that the pipe would go under Station Road but that Grove Road would be cut open which will have a significant impact on access to the school. As such CWaC Highways and Street works must be engaged in the process issuing full and timely notices of closures and disruption.
· Councillor Jack Jones expressed concern about a rumour of Saturday morning working and also enquired about possible financial or infrastructure compensation from HyNet to reflect the significant disruption. Ensuring that affected areas are “made good” after the works should be a priority.
· Ward Councillor Eardley agreed that any proposal to work on Saturday mornings is unacceptable. He also suggested that the Parish Council could get together with other Councils to explore compensation options. Finally, major capital developments are governed by Section 106 (S106) legislation whereby developers are required to make financial contribution to projects however, it is not clear if it would cover HyNet.  
It was AGREED that:
(i) Ward Councillor Eardley would continue to lobby HyNet and CWaC on the Parish Council’s behalf and feedback the issues and concerns raised.

(ii) A Parish Council Newsletter would be published in September providing an update and advising of the date for the next consultation event. Also, posters advertising the event to be posted on Notice Boards and the website.
(iii) Ward Councillor Eardley to liaise with CWaC Highways and Streetworks to agree a process for the issuing of notices and advising of disruption. 
(iv) Councillor Wells to contact CWaC to learn more about S106 and whether it applies to this project.  
(v) The Parish Council, consider and consult with residents to determine whether a suitable capital project could be identified and request funding.
23/067   
MINUTES  

The Minutes of the meeting held on 23rd May were confirmed as a correct record. Proposed by Councillor Roger Jones and seconded by Councillor Jack Jones.


The Minutes of the meeting held on 27th June were confirmed as a correct record. Proposed by Councillor Jack Jones and seconded by Councillor Mike Jones. Issues arising were dealt with on the agenda.
23/068
FINANCE
(1)    Receipts: The following receipts were noted: 
	Date 
	Method 
	Description 
	
	
	£

	12/4/2023
	Credit
	Precept
	
	
	14000.00

	13/04/2023
	Credit
	CWaC – Members Budget Coronation
	
	
	200.00

	02/06/2023
	Credit
	Active Leisure EV (Half Marathon)
	
	
	250.00

	
	
	Total
	
	
	14450.00


(2) 
Payments: The following payment of salaries/wages, expenses and invoices for goods received and services rendered were approved retrospectively:
	Date 
	Method 
	Description 
	
	
	£

	11/04/2023
	Debit
	B/P to John McDonald
	
	
	55.00

	11/04/2023
	Debit
	 B/P to Cheshire West
	
	
	300.00

	27/04/2023
	Debit
	B/P Cheshire West
	
	
	325.00

	28/04/2023
	S/O
	P.C English
	
	
	217.21

	28/04/2023
	S/O
	Jeff Davies
	
	
	205.92

	05/05/2023
	Debit
	John McDonald
	
	
	55.00

	12/05/2023
	S/O
	Jeff Davies (Back Pay)
	
	
	23.76

	30/05/2023
	S/O
	P.C English
	
	
	217.21

	30/05/2023
	S/O
	Jeff Davies
	
	
	226.72

	30/05/2023
	Debit
	B/P to Roger Jones Coronation Celebration Costs
	
	
	477.32

	15/06/2023
	Debit
	Came & Co Insurance 
	
	
	£312.40

	15/06/2023
	Debit
	John MacDonald
	
	
	55.00

	Date 
	Method 
	Description 
	
	
	£

	19/06/2023
	S/O
	Loan
	
	
	1117.35

	26/06/2023
	Debit
	CHALC Subscription
	
	
	236.06

	28/06/2203
	S/O
	P.C English
	
	
	217.21

	28/06/2203
	S/O
	Jeff Davies
	
	
	226.72

	30/06/2203
	
	Bank Charges
	
	
	18.00

	12/07/2203
	Debit
	Cheshire West
	
	
	65.00

	17/07/2203
	Debit
	SLCC
	
	
	69.50

	17/07/2023
	Debit
	Bob Hadfield Website Domain & Support
	
	
	244.50

	
	
	Total
	
	
	4664.88


(3) 
(a)
Bank Reconciliation:                 £




Opening Balance

11,783.63




Add Receipts


14,450.00



Less Payments
  
  4,664.88




Closing Balance

21,568.75

Noted the balance at the bank as at the 17th July was £21,568.75. Whilst this figure seems high it represents only three months’ worth of expenditure. The balance includes the CIL receipt of £3,605.10 for the sale of Eden House. Councillor Wells advised the Internal Audit of the 2022 -23 accounts highlighted an underpayment of £720 income tax to the HMRC. Therefore, the adjusted balance at the bank for 2023-24 is £17,243.65:







       £




Bank Balance17th July 2023
21,568.75




Less Eden House 

  3,605.10




Less HMRC


     720.00



Adjusted Balance

17,243.65

It was noted that the costs of the Coronation celebrations are still to be finalised after which Lea-By-Backford and Backford PCs can be invoiced for their contributions.

It was AGREED that:

(i) Councillor Brassington will contact Unity Trust Bank to find out how to pay cash into the account, change standing orders and clarify how the payment to HMRC should be made.
(ii) Councillor Jack Jones to finalise the costs for the Coronation bar.

(b)
Eden House: Councillors discussed how best to apply the Eden House receipt:


Option 1: Refurbish the Notice Boards: Councillor Roger Jones reported that the Notice Boards were in good condition and could be refurbished. The Village Green Board needs painting and both boards (Townfield Lane), need the legs replacing which would cost approx £200. Councillor Brassington requested that the area around the Village Green Board be tidied. Councillor Mike Jones volunteered to cut and trim the hedging. 

Option 2: Replace both Notice Boards at a cost between approx £2,000-£4,000.


Option 3: “Welcome To Mollington Village” signs. Costs unknown.

It was AGREED that:
(i) Councillor Roger Jones to obtain costs for refurbishing and replacing the two Notice Boards.

(ii) Whilst the Eden House monies could be spent, it would be prudent to wait until a mid-year review is tabled at the September meeting when Councillors will have a clear idea of the projected outturn for 2023-24 together with estimated reserves at year end.


(4)
Approval to the use of BACS payments
It was NOTED that Councillors M. Jones; J. Jones; Brassington and Wells have been added as signatories on the Parish Council’s Unity Bank Account and that Councillors Wells and Brassington have access to the internet banking facility. In order to comply with Financial Regulations and to ensure adequate separation of duties, it was AGREED that Councillor Brassington would contact Unity Trust Bank to:
(i) Add Councillors Jack Jones and Mike Jones to the on-line banking 
(ii) Remove the “old” signatories Thomas Charlesworth, Irene Lamb, Stephen Goodin-Parry and Brian Crowe as signatories.
(5)
Chester Payroll Services

It was AGREED that the Parish Council engage Chester Payroll Services to administer the Council’s Payroll at a cost of £120 per annum. It was ALSO AGREED that Councillor Wells will contact David Cooper to agree arrangements and to clarify the process for payment of Income Tax to HMRC. 
(6) 
Salary Review
Councillor Brassington advised it was AGREED at the 21st March meeting that the Amenity Cleaner would be awarded a pay rise in September 2022 and that from April 2023 another rise in line with the new real living wage rate would be awarded. It AGREED that Councillor Wells would investigate and confirm the current real living wage rate, salary payments and back pay paid to date. It was RECOMMENDED that the Parish Clerk’s salary be reviewed at the September meeting to ensure it is in line with current National Association of Local Councils (NALC) pay structure.
23/069
PLANNING
(1) Applications awaiting decision by CWaC since the last meeting were NOTED:
	Application No.
	Application details
	Application site
	Comments by 

	2301702/FUL
	 Application for a lawful development certificate for existing use as a residential dwelling
	Warren Chase, Townfield Lane Mollington, Chester, CH16LB
	6 July 2023

	23/01513/FUL
	Change of use of agricultural land to form one tennis court with boundary fencing on the site of a former chicken shed
	Glebe Farm, Coalpit Lane

Chester, CH1 6LJ
	


(2) Decisions taken by CWaC since the last meeting were NOTED:   


	Application No.  
	Application details  
	Application site  
	Decision  

	22/03283/FUL
	Conversion of a former poultry building to provide ancillary space for dwelling
	Glebe Farm, Coalpit Lane

Chester, CH1 6LJ
	APPROVED

	22/01597/FUL
	Conversion of farm building to two dwellings
	Warren Farm, Townfield Lane, Mollington, Chester 
CH1 6LB
	REFUSED


23/070
HIGHWAYS AND PROW 
(i) Overwood Lane Speed Limit Change: It was NOTED that the expected cost of the speed limit change on Overwood Lane is £3,900. The cost will be funded by CWaC £1,950 (50%); Ward Councillor Eardley’s Member’s Budget £975 (25%) with the remaining £975 (25%) covered by the Parish Council. The expenditure was duly AGREED.
(ii) Meeting with Kay Parry, CWaC: Councillor Wells advised that he and Ward Councillor Eardley will be meeting with Kay Parry on Friday 11th August at 10.00am. The site visit will highlight footpaths and roads in a state of disrepair; weeds in gutters, blocked gullies, possible 20mph limit on Well Lane and the overall scruffy condition of the village due partly to infrequent cutting and wilding.  In addition it was acknowledged that home owners must take responsibility for the condition of the village as a number of trees and hedges are overgrown and encroaching onto roads and footpaths. However, it was felt that the sanction i.e. notices / letters were not strong enough. 
23/071
HYPERFAST COMMUNITY BROADBAND



Councillor Wells to invite Mike Duggin, Digital Sector Specialist, CWaC to a future meeting to discuss the latest position, connectivity issues and potential solutions. 
23/072
SPEED GUN TRAINING



It was AGREED that Councillor Brassington will arrange training sometime during September for Councillors Wells, Roger Jones and Mike Riley. 
23/073
PLANTERS UPDATE



Councillor Roger Jones advised that the two small planters will be delivered next week. Mr Binks will replant in the autumn free of charge in lieu of the delay. It was AGREED that Councillor Roger Jones will confirm the costs.
23/074 
HyNet Update


The discussion at Item 4 Public Speaking Time refers. 
23/075
SCHOOL FIELD 


Councillor Brassington reported that Mr Wallace, Head Teacher will give a key to Sonia Wallace on Friday at the end of term.
23/076
WARD COUNCILLORS BRIEFING


Ward Councillor Eardley updated on the following: 

Mollington Bannastre: The water leak has been located and repairs are being undertaken. 

Golf Course: Haworth is reluctant to disclose when building work will start and denied knowing that white vans were on the course.  It is rumoured that Haworth may sell the “right to build” the houses. The provision to build the footpath to the bus stop will not be triggered until the build.

Road Closure Overwood Lane: The road will be closed for approximately five days for the repair of pot holes.

Bus Service: A representative has been invited to the September meeting.

Survey to extend 30 mph along Townfield Lane beyond Warren Farm Extension of 30mph limit Townfield Lane beyond Warren Farm and extension of 30mph limit from the Finger Post to the Parkgate Road: It was AGREED that both schemes are a priority and that the Ward Councillor and Parish Council would continue to pursue the scheme with CWaC. However, it should be deferred to 2024-25 when the new year budgets will be available.

School Xmas Outing: Ward Councillor Eardley had met with Mr Wallace, Head Teacher in June and had agreed to allocate £500 from his Member’s budget to fund a Christmas trip.

On behalf of the Parish Council, Councillor Jack Jones thanked Ward Councillor Eardley for his continued support. 
23/077
URGENT BUSINESS


The following items were taken:

Backford Charities: Councillor Riley had attended a Backford Charities meeting on Thursday 13th July. He reported that following a presentation by Mr Thackery of the 5 Villages Hall, it had been decided to award £9,500 for ground works, a pergola and garden furniture. The Parish Council expressed its concern that money had been awarded to another charity and that this represented a departure from the original purpose of the charity which was to support residents / families in distress or falling on hard times.

Hire of Village Hall: It was AGREED that Councillor Wells would Email Mr Wallace, Head Teacher to enquire about holding future Parish Council meetings at the school.

Road closures due to bad weather: Councillor Brassington expressed her concern about the incident response. In her opinion, the road closure and access into Townfield Lane was unsafe. It was AGREED that Councillor Wells would contact CWaC Highways to request that the cones and signs be collected and the remaining debris and gutters are cleared.

Planning Application Doggy Day Care, Mere Farm: It was AGREED that Ward Councillor Eardley would make inquires in to the Planning Application. 

Gully Cleansing: Ward Councillor Eardley advised that the new Highways contract only allowed for gullies to be cleaned once every two years. We noted that this would almost certainly result in significant deterioration of the roads and footpaths. It was  AGREED that Ward Councillor Eardley and Councillor Wells would raise this in the meeting with Kay Parry on Friday 11th August. 
23/077
DATE OF NEXT MEETING


The next ordinary meeting be held on 19thSeptember 2023 at 7.30pm. To be held in St Oswald’s Primary School.
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