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MOLLINGTON PARISH COUN‘C\L




MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 

THURSDAY 23rd NOVEMBER 2023

 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



PRESENT: Councillors Dave Wells (Chair); Kate Brassington (Vice Chair); Roger Jones; Mike Riley and Clive Crowe; Ward Councillor Simon Eardley and Pat Wells (Acting Parish Clerk).
23/095
APOLOGIES


Councillors Mike Jones and Jack Jones. 
23/096 
VACANCY FOR PARISH COUNCILLOR

It was NOTED that the Parish Council has one vacancy following the elections on 4thMay. The vacancy had been advertised and can now be filled by co-option. One application had been received from Mr Clive Crowe who was invited to attend the meeting. Having considered the application, it was RESOLVED that Mr Crowe be co-opted and duly ELECTED to serve on the Parish Council. Proposed: Councillor Dave Wells and Seconded: Councillor Roger Jones. Mr Crowe signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office and Notification of Member’s Interests forms.
23/097
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
Councillor Crowe declared an interest in Item 9 Planning. Councillor Mike Riley declared an interest in the School field.
23/098
ESSAR HALF MARATHON Callum Shields and Jess Proctor-Crozier from Active Leisure Events. Whilst residents are supportive of and welcome the runners through the village, they have expressed some concerns about the route, road closures and timings. Mr Shields acknowledged the event has a large footprint and that there is a negative impact on the village for a period of time. The event, which has 7000 runners and raises some £50,000 for charity, has a specific start, finish and distance. In planning the event, Active Leisure enters into detailed discussions with the CWAC Safety Management Group and Traffic Management. All road closures are approved by the Department for Transport and the Secretary of State. The minimum road closure is for one hour 9.15-10.15 a.m. and therefore residents should be able to drive in and out before the closures. However, Councillors explained that this was not the reality and that CWAC had put the road closure signs out at 7.00 a.m. Mr Shields apologised and said this should not have happened. It was RESOLVED that:
(i) Active Leisure to consider changes to the route so at least one road was open throughout the race and also review the possibility of the village “having a year off”.
(ii) Active Leisure will communicate with care providers early in the New Year and again three weeks before the event. Access passes can be issued.

(iii) The Parish Council and Active Leisure to meet prior to the event to co-ordinate a pre-race letter, mail drop, newsletter and posters for the Notice Boards, Website and Facebook. 
(iv) Active Leisure to ensure all team leaders and marshals are briefed on timings and road closures and their role, responsibilities and “powers” including allowing vehicles through.
23/099
OPEN FORUM

No members of the public attended.
23/100  
MINUTES AND MATTERS ARISING

The Minutes of the meeting held on 19th September 2023 were confirmed as a correct record. Proposed: Councillor Roger Jones and Seconded: Councillor Mike Riley. 

Minute 23/088 Speed Gun Training: will take place on Tuesday 28 November at 2.00 pm. Councillors Wells, Roger Jones and Clive Crowe will attend. Although the Parish Council do not have enforcement powers, the data can be passed on to the Police for follow up.
23/101
PARISH CLERK APPOINTMENT


NOTED that three applications had been received of which two were shortlisted. An Interview Panel consisting of the Chairman, Councillor Dave Wells; Councillor Roger Jones and the Acting Parish Clerk Mrs Pat Wells was set up and interviews held on Thursday 2nd November 2023. Following the Panel’s recommendation and telephone and Email approval from Councillors, Mrs Muna Clough was duly appointed to the post at 4 hours per week at SCP 18 in accordance with NALC Pay Scales (at 2022-23 prices). Mrs Clough will start on 1st December. It was ALSO NOTED that NALC had advised of new pay rates for 2023-24 and therefore, it was RESOLVED that the new Clerk’s salary would start at £15.21 per hour. 
23/102
FINANCE
(i)    Receipts: NOTED that a receipt of £200.00 had been received from Ward Councillor 
Eardley’s Member’s Budget to cover the hosting and website domain costs of the Five 
Villages Website which offsets the expenditure of £201.76. The 2022-23 VAT reclaim 
remains outstanding
(ii) 
Payments: The Parish Council APPROVED the following payment of salaries/wages and expenses and invoices for goods received and services rendered.
	Method
	Description
	Amount

£

	RETROSPECTIVE               

	BACS
	Reimburse Councillor Wells: Printer Toner
	52.99

	BACS
	Reimburse Councillor Brassington: Keys to school gate
	20.00

	BACS
	April – September Salary: Mrs Pat Wells Acting Parish Clerk
	600.00

	BACS
	Mrs Christine Jones Five Villages Website 
	201.76

	BACS
	Five Villages Hall Room Hire x 2 May 2023
	40.00

	BACS
	St Oswald’s School Room Hire September 2023
	20.00

	S/O
	October Salary: Acting Parish Clerk Mrs Pat Wells 
	217.21 

	S/O
	October Salary: Amenity Cleaner 
	113.36

	BACS
	Bob Hadfield: Website amendments and training
	50.00

	BACS
	CWAC: Cost of 2023 Elections
	181.00

	BACS
	November maintenance: Gardener
	75.00

	BACS
	HMRC: Income Tax Q1&2 for Parish Clerk & Amenity Cleaner
	660.88

	S/O
	November Salary: Acting Parish Clerk Mrs Pat Wells 
	217.21 

	BACS
	Reimburse Councillor Wells: Poppy Wreath
	31.48

	IN ADVANCE

	S/O
	November Salary: Amenity Cleaner
	                  113.36

	S/O
	December Salary: Acting Parish Clerk Mrs Pat Wells 
	                  217.21


(iii) 
Bank Reconciliation: The Parish Council NOTED that the Council’s bank balance as at 31 October 2023 was £17,693.93 which includes the Community Infrastructure Levy monies of £3,605.10 from the sale of Eden House (ring fenced for community projects) the revised balance is therefore £14,088.23. 
(iv) 
Projected Outturn 2023-24: A report showing the actual expenditure compared with the agreed budget at the end of October projected to the year end, was received. It was NOTED that after funding the remaining expenditure, the Parish Council was on target to be under spent by approximately £1,675.69 at year end. It was ALSO NOTED that after funding the remaining projected expenditure for 2023-24, it is estimated that the Council will have approximately £11,083.32 in reserve adjusted to £7,438.22 to exclude the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) of £3,605.10. 
(v) Payroll: It was NOTED that the Chairman, Councillor Wells and the Acting Parish Clerk had met with David Cooper on Thursday 9th November to make arrangements for Barnes Cooper to manage the Council’s payroll. The Parish Council will continue to pay salaries by standing order; Barnes Cooper will produce a payslip, calculate the income tax owing and inform the Clerk who will pay the HMRC by bank transfer. The service will cost £120.00 plus VAT per annum. An access code for the HMRC is required to affect the handover and an Email was sent to the outgoing Clerk for action. At the time of the meeting, this remains outstanding. 
(vi) Budget 2024-25: A (revised) report showing the 2023-24 Budget, Projected Outturn and Draft Budget 2024-25 was tabled at the meeting. Councillors NOTED that the final Budget and Precept decision will be agreed at the JANUARY meeting. In the meantime, it was RESOLVED that Councillors would familiarise themselves with the figures in order to inform discussions and the Council’s decision making.  

(vii) Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL): NOTED that the Parish Council has until October 2027 to spend the monies. It was ALSO NOTED that the area around the Village Green Notice Board had been cleared. It was RESOLVED that Councillors Wells and Roger Jones will arrange to refurbish both Notice Boards sometime in the New Year. Despite follow up, Ward Councillor Eardley had not yet received costings from CWAC for replacement welcome Signs.
(viii) Planters Update: Councillor Roger Jones advised that despite several reminders, Landstruction have not responded and the work to be undertaken to the planters at Mollington Court including placing paving stones underneath them and replanting for the autumn/winter, had not been done. It was RESOLVED not to pursue the issue any further. It was ALSO RESOLVED to ASK Councillor Mike Jones to contact Premier Plants for costings for the additional five planters (2 for the Village Green Notice Board, 1 on hard standing at the old telephone kiosk and 2 for Tarrant Court), soil and plants. 
(ix) Other: 
Christmas tree lights:  It was RESOLVED that Councillor Roger Jones would purchase four sets of battery operated Christmas lights for the tree on the Village Green and the tree at Tarrant Court. It was NOTED that CWAC will assist with affixing Christmas lights to the lighting columns. There will be a charge but it will provide a more permanent solution for 2024 onwards. 
Remembrance poppies and silhouettes: It was RESOLVED to investigate the costs of a silhouette. It was ALSO RESOLVED to determine how many poppies would be required to achieve a good spread through the village and how much this would cost.
23/103
PLANNING

(1) The following decisions taken since the last meeting were NOTED: 
	Application No
	Proposal & Location 

	23/02210/FUL
	Erection of new Dormer (part retrospective) at Ashdown, Well Lane, Mollington, CH16LD. APPROVED 11 Sept 2023

	23/02119/FUL
	Single storey front extension, rear single storey extension with balcony above, render application & alterations to doors & windows at Broxwood, Townfield Lane, Mollington, CH1 6LB. APPROVED 16 Oct 2023


(2) Applications Awaiting Decision: NOTED that no decision had yet been made on the following:


	Application No
	Proposal & Location

	22/00873/FUL
	Conversion of an existing two storey barn into a residential dwelling and conversion of an existing, detached barn into a residential dwelling at Rose Farm, Townfield Lane, Mollington, CH1 6NJ. Received: 4 Mar 2022.NOTE: Application withdrawn from the October 2023 meeting & added to the Agenda for the November 2023 meeting. However, the meeting was cancelled due to lack of business.

	23/01702/LDC
	Application for lawful development certificate for existing use as a residential dwelling (C3) without compliance with occupancy condition 4 of planning consent 6/6299 for a continuous period for more than 10 years at Warren Chase, Townfield Lane, Mollington, CH1 6LB. Received: 26 May 2023

	23/01513/FUL
	Change of use of agricultural land to form 1 tennis court with boundary fencing on the site of a former chicken shed at Glebe Farm, Coalpit Lane, Mollington, CH1 6LJ. Received: 8 Aug 2023 Deadline: 13 Sept 2023


(3) New Applications since the last meeting for consideration: 

	Application No
	Proposal & Location 

	23/03107/FUL
	Conversion of former stable, hayloft workshop into two dwelling houses to be used as holiday lets at Glebe Farm, Mollington, Coalpit Lane, CH1 6LJ. Following electronic consultation with Councillors, it was NOTED that this was the third planning application for development at this property (one application for conversion of a poultry building to provide ancillary space for a dwelling was approved in May 2023). However, the Parish Council had NO OBJECTIONS. Received: 20 Oct 2023. Deadline: 10 Nov 2023


(4)
Potential Battery Storage Facility: Ward Councillor Eardley advised of the development of a battery storage facility on land off the Parkgate Road and parallel with the M56/A5117 behind Coalpit Lane. A proposed Energy Storage Facility has been submitted to CWAC for pre-application advice. Councillor Eardley had not been contacted directly by the company but had “found out” about it from the Saughall Facebook page.  It was RESOLVED that Councillor Eardley would circulate an email from Green Switch Capital Ltd which includes links to a brochure, notice of on-line consultation and public meetings. Councillor Eardley advised that he will be “calling in” the application on the grounds of the size of the scheme (larger than Capenhurst) and the industrialisation of the countryside and greenbelt. 
23/104
HIGHWAYS AND PROW 

(i) Flooding issues following Storms Babet and Cieran: The Parish Council is ASKED to NOTE  that reports have been filled for:

Aerona, Grove Road: The drive way and garden has been flooded on three occasions. Kay Parry forwarded the report to the CWAC Flood Team for them to action and to request that the land owner / farmer dredges the ditch.

Crosslooms Farm, Townfield Lane: CWAC investigated the flooding on the driveway and           concluded that it was due to a burst water main. However, further investigation revealed the flooding was caused by a blocked gully. This has now been cleared and the issue resolved.  


Road surface degradation Townfield Lane: Kay Parry advised that as it is significant, the report had been forwarded to a CWAC Engineer to raise a programmed works job. 
(ii) Councillor Wells advised that CWAC Emergency Planning Team had requested feedback about their flood response and performance. It was RESOLVED that Councillor Wells would draft a reply focusing on the floods on Grove Road and the junction of Townfield Lane and the Parkgate Road, the need for frequent gully cleaning and a more proactive approach by CWaC to landowners around ditch maintenance and dredging. Ward Councillor Eardley advised that he will be responding on the same lines.
(iii) Overgrown Hedges & Trees: This continues to be an issue throughout the village. As such, the Parish Council needs a co-ordinated strategy to ensure that all issues are managed consistently and sensitively. It was AGREED that residents should not be singled out as there are a number of residential properties and farm boundaries / land in need of attention. Councillors discussed taking a more personal and neighbourly approach by talking to residents however, it was RESOLVED that in future, all instances should be reported via the CWAC Fault reporting App for the Borough Council to determine and where necessary, issue enforcement notices. It was ALSO RESOLVED to issue a joint Parish and Ward Councillor message in the next newsletter. 
(iv) Townfield Lane / Overwood Lane speed limit changes: Ward Councillor Eardley advised he had prompted CWAC for an update on progress and practical implementation and was told that the ‘consultation letters’ had been delivered to Councillor Wells for distribution. The deadline is 9 December 2023. It is hoped that the required 50% threshold of those in favour will be easily met. It is hoped the scheme will be implemented in this financial year.
23/105 
GRASSHOPPER GARDEN SERVICES

The Parish Council NOTED that: 
(i) The CWAC cutting and maintenance schedule states the agreed areas should be cut / maintained every 4 to 6 weeks. However, it is difficult to monitor the actual date of works and there are often delays and changes to the schedule. Therefore, it was RESOLVED that tasks will be allocated to John MacDonald as accurately as possible to ensure that it complements rather than duplicates CWAC works.

(ii) Spraying: The Parish Council will recall that John MacDonald had agreed to carry out spraying in the village. However, the legal requirements in respect of spraying state that a number of stringent controls must be in place. These include: risk assessments; COSHH (Control of substances hazardous to health) sheets for all products; use of government approved pesticides; appropriate qualifications & certificate of competence; appropriate PPE; safe storage and disposal and record keeping. In the light of these requirements, it was RESOLVED that the Parish Council will NOT perform any spraying but will continue to lobby CWAC to ensure they carry out the work in accordance with agreed schedules..  

23/106
PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITE AND E MAIL


It was NOTED that Councillor Wells and the Acting Parish Clerk met with Bob Hadfield to review and update access to the website and for some basic training. The Parish Clerk Email account clerk@mollington-pc.org.uk had been reinstated. Councillors discussed the use of the dedicated Parish Council Email accounts which are intended to be used exclusively for Parish Council business. However, some Councillors have business and personal email accounts as well, so it was felt this would be an additional burden and may lead to important correspondence being missed. The possibility of a WHATSAPP alert was discussed but no decision was made. It was RESOLVED to return to this issue at the January meeting when the new Parish Clerk is in post. 
23/107 
NEWSLETTER 


Councillor Wells acknowledged there had been delays in production but hoped to issue one in time for Christmas. Councillors discussed the merits of a Newsletter dedicated to Mollington on the grounds that there is little or no contribution made by the other Parish Councils within the Five Villages cluster. It was RESOLVED to continue to include all the Parish Councils but to review this each time in the light of contributions.
23/108 
CORRESPONDENCE

(i)
Cheshire Fire Authority: Consultation Risk Management Plan 

Cheshire Fire Authority has launched a consultation on its Draft 2024-28 Community Risk Management Plan (CRMP). The Consultation runs to 2 January 2024. The Plan is for the next four years and seeks to address and mitigate the key fire and rescue risks facing Cheshire. A range of proposals are outlined in the Draft CRMP aimed at improving the service provided to communities through the Prevention, Protection and Emergency Response functions. The full document and supporting information is available on line and a feedback can be given via an on line survey. Once the consultation has closed, Members of the Authority will consider any feedback and make any changes before approving a final Plan and Budget on 14 February 2024. The Plan will take effect from 1 April 2024. It was RESOLVED that the Parish Council had no comments to make. It was ALSO RESOLVED to post a summary of the Consultation on the Parish Council’s website and Notice Boards for residents’ information.
(ii) Draft Heritage Strategy: Public Consultation

CWAC is consulting on a Draft Heritage Strategy “From Our Past, Towards Our Future” which aims to value and promote the Borough’s unique and diverse Heritage and to prioritise how heritage organisations and projects are supported now and in the future. The full document and supporting information is available on line and a feedback can be given via an on line survey. Once the consultation has closed and the feedback considered it will be reviewed by the Council’s Cabinet in the summer 2024. The consultation runs to 8 January 2024. It was RESOLVED that Councillor Mike Riley would review the strategy and advise the Parish Council on how it may wish to respond.
23/109
WARD COUNCILLORS BRIEFING


Ward Councillor Eardley updated on the following emerging issues: 

(i) Local Transport Plan 4: CWAC is consulting on the future of transport. The deadline is 28 January 2024. Councillor Eardley advised the Parish Council to consider how it wishes to respond to the consultation. It was RESOLVED that the Acting Parish Clerk will circulate the consultation and add the item to the January agenda.   
(ii) CWaC Transport Officer, Bus Services: A representative had been invited to attend the meeting but no reply was received before the agenda deadline. However, a positive response has now been received and Councillor Eardley will extend an invitation to Kristy Littler for the January meeting.     
(iii) St Oswald’s CofE Primary School: A ‘Spacehive’ crowdfunding appeal has been launched to raise £8,099 for the renewal of the soft play surface at the school. Ward Councillor Eardley has pledged £250 from his Member’s Budget towards this project if required. It was RESOLVED that the Parish Council would promote the initiative as widely as possible. Donations can be made via the following link: www.spacehive.com/stoswalds#/idea. Councillor Riley advised that the Backford Trust had approved a donation of £6000 at their meeting on 23rd November. 
23/110 
URGENT BUSINESS



In accordance with Standing Orders the Chair may rule that an item(s) of business should be considered as a matter of urgency if it cannot await the next scheduled meeting of the Parish Council.



None.
23/111 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING


RESOLVED that the next ordinary meeting will be held on Thursday 18th January 2024. The meeting will be held at 7.30pm in St Oswald’s Primary School.
SIGNED: ..........................................

CHAIRMAN
DATE:     .............................................
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