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MOLLINGTON PARISH COUN‘C\L




COUNCIL SUMMONS 
Dear Member 
You are HEREBY SUMMONED to attend the Annual Meeting of the Council to be held on THURSDAY, 23RD November 2023 at 7.30pm in ST OSWALD’S SCHOOL MOLLINGTON for the purpose of transacting the business set out on the agenda below.  
16th November 2023
Mrs Pat Wells

Acting Parish Clerk
Members of the public and the press are welcome to attend for the “Part 1” section of the agenda.  Any reports in “Part 2” contain confidential information and only Councillors and the Parish Clerk can be present.   
If you have any general enquiries about the meeting, please contact Pat Wells, Acting Clerk to the Parish   
Council (Tel: 01244 851442, Mob: 0789 666 1309, email: clerk@mollington-pc.org.uk )    SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



AGENDA
1.   
APOLOGIES


2.
VACANCY FOR PARISH COUNCILLOR

The vacancy declared at the May 2023 meeting following the Elections on 4th May which can now be filled by co-option, had been advertised on the Parish Council’s Website and Notice Boards. One application has been received from Mr Clive Crowe who has been invited to attend the meeting. A covering letter and CV was previously circulated. The Parish Council is ASKED to consider the application and DECIDE if they wish to co-opt Mr Crowe to serve on the Parish Council.
3.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST   

To note declarations of interest in any of the Agenda items.
4.    
ESSAR HALF MARATHON


Callum Shields, Event Director, Active Leisure Events is attending to receive comments from Councillors and residents regarding the “closure” of the village during the Half Marathon and to discuss and consider potential solutions. 
5. 
PUBLIC TRANSPORT

In response to the Parish Council’s survey DATE XXX, residents expressed their aspirations to have better transport in the parish.  XXXX, Officer, CWAC is attending to discuss concerns, issues and options. The Parish Council is asked to AGREE next steps.  
6.
OPEN FORUM


A period of time is allocated before the Council meeting commences to allow residents to raise any matters of concern which they wish to bring to the Council’s attention.  The maximum amount of time for public speaking is 30 minutes. Please note that it may not be possible to answer questions at the meeting and the Council will offer a written reply or advise contacting the Parish Clerk to request that the item be discussed at a future parish council meeting. In accordance with Standing Order 1.0 residents and other members of the public will not be permitted to speak or enter into debate during the Council meeting unless invited to do so by the Chairman, who will suspend Standing Orders for this purpose.  
7.
MINUTES AND MATTERS ARISING 

To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 19th September 2023 as a correct record and to report on any issues arising from the minutes that are not dealt with as separate on this Agenda.
8.
PARISH CLERK APPOINTMENT


The Parish Council is ASKED to NOTE that an advert for the vacancy of Parish Clerk was posted on 2 October 2023. Three applications were received and of these, two applicants were shortlisted. An Interview Panel consisting of the Chairman, Councillor Dave Wells; Councillor Roger Jones and the Acting Parish Clerk Mrs Pat Wells was set up and interviews were held on Thursday 2nd November 2023 following which the Panel unanimously agreed that Mrs Muna Clough would be the best fit for Mollington Parish Council.  Further to Email and telephone approval from Councillors, Mrs Muna Clough was duly appointed to the post at 4 hours per week at SCP 18 in accordance with NALC Pay Scales at 2022-23 prices equivalent to £14.21 per hour. It was agreed that she would start on 1st December for a handover and to take over responsibility for the January 2024 Agenda and budget setting process. 

Councillors are asked to NOTE that notification from NALC has subsequently been received advising that  agreement has been reached on pay rates for 2023-24. As a result the Parish Council is ASKED to AGREE a revised starting salary of £15.21 a rise of £1.00 per hour.  
9.
FINANCE
(i)     Receipts: To NOTE receipts: Ward Councillor Simon Eardley had made a £200.00 contribution from his Members Budget to cover the costs of the Five Villages Website. This offsets the expenditure of £201.76 for hosting and website domain costs. Note: a claim for the refund of 2022-23 VAT remains outstanding. Item 9(v) re: an HMRC access code refers.
(ii) 
Payments: To approve the payment of salaries/wages and expenses and invoices for goods received and services rendered:
	Method
	Description
	Amount

£

	RETROSPECTIVE               

	BACS
	Reimburse Councillor Wells: Printer Toner
	52.99

	BACS
	Reimburse Councillor Brassington: Keys to school gate
	20.00

	BACS
	April – September Salary: Mrs Pat Wells Acting Parish Clerk
	600.00

	BACS
	Mrs Christine Jones Five Villages Website 
	201.76

	BACS
	Five Villages Hall Room Hire x 2 May 2023
	40.00

	BACS
	St Oswald’s School Room Hire September 2023
	20.00

	S/O
	October Salary: Acting Parish Clerk Mrs Pat Wells 
	217.21 

	S/O
	October Salary: Amenity Cleaner 
	113.36

	BACS
	Bob Hadfield: Website amendments and training
	50.00

	BACS
	CWAC: Cost of 2023 Elections
	181.00

	BACS
	November maintenance: Gardener
	75.00

	BACS
	HMRC: Income Tax Q1&2 for Parish Clerk & Amenity Cleaner
	660.88

	S/O
	November Salary: Acting Parish Clerk Mrs Pat Wells 
	217.21 

	BACS
	Reimburse Councillor Wells: Poppy Wreath
	31.48

	IN ADVANCE

	S/O
	November Salary: Amenity Cleaner
	                  113.36

	S/O
	December Salary: Acting Parish Clerk Mrs Pat Wells 
	                  217.21


(iii) 
Bank Reconciliation: The Parish Council is ASKED to NOTE that the Council’s bank balance as at 31 October 2023 was £17,693.93. Councillors are reminded that the balance includes the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) of £3,605.10 from the sale of Eden House. The receipt is ring fenced to spend on community projects. 


                                      £



Opening Balance          11,783.63



ADD: Receipts
             14,650 .00


                LESS: Expenditure
     8739.70


Balance 31 Oct  
  17,693.93
(iv) 
Projected Outturn 2023-24: A report showing the actual expenditure compared with the agreed budget at the end of October projected to the year end was also circulated. The report states that the Parish Council’s expenditure is largely on target as at the end of October and that the budget will be under spent by approximately £1,675.69 at year end. After funding the remaining projected expenditure for 2023-24, it is estimated that the Council will have approximately £11,083.32 in reserve at year end adjusted to £7,438.22 excluding the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) of £3,605.10. 
(v) Payroll: The Chairman, Councillor Wells and the Acting Parish Clerk met with David Cooper on Thursday 9th November to make arrangements for Barnes Cooper to manage the Council’s payroll. The process will be: Parish Council pay by standing order,  S/O.Payslip and Income tax calcfor us to pay The service will cost £120.00 per annum. An access code for the HMRC is required to affect the handover and an Email was sent to the outgoing Clerk for action. At the meeting, it was agreed to pay the £660.88 Income Tax owing for the first two quarters 2023-24.
(vi) Budget 2024-25: A report showing the 2023-24 Budget compared with the Projected Outturn was attached to the Agenda. Councillors are asked to NOTE that the Budget and Precept setting process will be undertaken at the JANUARY meeting and that the process will be led by the new Parish Clerk Mrs Muna Clough. In the meantime, Councillors are ASKED to familiarise themselves with both sets of figures in order to inform discussions and the Council’s 
decision making.  
(vii) Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL): To receive a verbal update from Councillors Wells and Roger Jones in respect of the refurbishment of the Notice Boards and Lilac Cottage clearance, and from Ward Councillor Simon Eardley welcome signs.
(viii) Planters update: To RECEIVE an update from Councillor Roger Jones in respect of:
a. 
The outstanding work to be undertaken by Landstruction to the planters at Mollington Court including placing paving stones underneath them and replanting in autumn as agreed, and
b. Progress regarding the purchase of planters

10.
PLANNING
(1)
To note any decisions taken since the last meeting: 
	Application No
	Proposal & Location 

	23/02210/FUL
	Erection of new Dormer (part retrospective) at Ashdown, Well Lane, Mollington, CH16LD. APPROVED 11 Sept 2023

	23/02119/FUL
	Single storey front extension, rear single storey extension with balcony above, render application & alterations to doors & windows. At Broxwood, Townfield Lane, Mollington, CH1 6LB. APPROVED 16 Oct 2023


(2) Applications Awaiting Decision: No decision had yet   been made on the following:

	Application No
	Proposal & Location

	22/00873/FUL
	Conversion of an existing two storey barn into a residential dwelling and conversion of an existing, detached barn into a residential dwelling. At Rose Farm, Townfield Lane, Mollington, CH1 6NJ. Received: 4 Mar 2022.
NOTE: Application withdrawn from the October 2023 meeting & the November 2023 meeting was cancelled.

	23/01702/LDC
	Application for lawful development certificate for existing use as a residential dwelling (C3) without compliance with occupancy condition 4 of planning consent 6/6299 for a continuous period for more than 10 years. At Warren Chase, Townfield Lane, Mollington, CH1 6LB. Received: 26 May 2023

	23/01513/FUL
	Change of use of agricultural land to form 1 tennis court with boundary fencing on the site of a former chicken shed. At Glebe Farm, Coalpit Lane, Mollington, CH1 6LJ. Received: 8 Aug 2023 Deadline: 13 Sept 2023


(3) New Applications since the last meeting for consideration: 

	Application No
	Proposal & Location 

	23/03107/FUL
	Conversion of former stable, hayloft * workshop into two dwelling houses to be used as holiday lets. At Glebe Farm, Mollington, Coalpit Lane, CH1 6LJ. Following electronic consultation with Councillors, it was NOTED that this was the third planning application for development at this property (one application for conversion of a poultry building to provide ancillary space for a dwelling was approved in May 2023). However, the Parish Council had NO OBJECTIONS to make. Received: 20 Oct 2023. Deadline: 10 Nov 2023


11.
HIGHWAYS AND PROW 

(i) Flooding issues following storms Babet and Cieran: The Parish Council is ASKED to NOTE 
  that reports have been filled for:


Aerona Grove Road: Kay Parry forwarded the report to the Flood Team for them to request that the ditch is dredged by the land owner, Thomas Jones.


Crosslooms Farm, Townfield Lane: CWAC have investigated the flooding on the driveway and concluded it was due to a burst water main. It has been reported to United Utilities for repair. 


Road surface degradation Townfield Lane: The report has been received, noted and is now in the plan to be fixed. 

(ii) To RECEIVE a verbal update from Ward Councillor Simon Eardley on the progress of his report to CWAC.

(iii) Hedges and Trees encroaching roads and footpaths: To RECEIVE a verbal update from the Chairman, Councillor Wells and The Parish Council is ASKED to DECIDE how it approaches these issues in the future. 

12. GRASSHOPPER GARDEN SERVICES
(i) CWAC schedule too vague to accurately allocate J work so that it complements rather than duplicates
(ii) Spraying: see e mail

12.
PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITE AND E MAIL


The Parish Council are asked to NOTE that the Chairman, Councillor Wells and the Acting Parish Clerk met with Bob Hadfield to review and update access to the website and for some basic training on uploading/ posting documents and minor changes to the website architecture. The Parish Clerk Email account clerk@mollington-pc.org.uk was also reinstated. Councillors have a Parish Council Email account and it is RECOMMENDED that Councillors use the official Parish Council Email Account with immediate effect.
 13. 
NEWSLETTER 


To receive a verbal update from the Chairman, Councillor Dave Wells
14. 
CORRESPONDENCE


(i)
Cheshire Fire Authority: Consultation Risk Management Plan


Cheshire Fire Authority has launched a consultation on its Draft 2024-28 Community Risk management Plan (CRMP). The plan is for the next four years and seeks to address and mitigate the key fire and rescue risks facing Cheshire. A range of proposals are outlined in the Draft CRMP aimed at improving the service provided to communities through the Prevention, Protection and Emergency Response functions. The full document and supporting information can be found via the following link: https://www.cheshirefire.gov.uk/news-events/latest-news/have-your-say-on-our-draft-community-risk-managmenr-plan-2024-28 

The Parish Council is asked to DECIDE how it wishes to respond to the consultation which runs to 2 January 2024. Feedback can be given via an on line survey that can be accessed via the same link above. Once the consultation has closed, Members of the Authority will consider any feedback and make any changes before approving a final Plan and Budget on 14 February 2024. The Plan will take effect from 1 April 2024.

(ii)
Draft Heritage Strategy: Public Consultation

CWAC is consulting on a Draft Heritage Strategy “From Our Past, Towards Our Future” which 
aims to value and promote the Borough’s unique and diverse Heritage and to prioritise how 
heritage organisations and projects are supported now and in the future.  

The Parish Council is asked to DECIDE how it wishes to respond to the consultation which runs to 8 January 2024. Feedback can be given via an on line survey that can be accessed via the following link: https://participatenow.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/heritage-strategy-consultation 

Once the consultation has closed and the feedback considered it will be reviewed by the Council’s Cabinet in the summer 2024. 
15.
WARD COUNCILLORS BRIEFING


The Parish Council receives numerous correspondences from Cheshire West and Chester Council and is represented at the Borough Council by our Ward Councillor Simon Eardley. Parish Councillors have REQUESTED that the Ward Councillor UPDATE the Council as and when appropriate, on any emerging issues or consultations which he feels would be of interest or where the Parish Council should participate and respond.  

16.
URGENT BUSINESS



In accordance with Standing Orders the Chair may rule that an item(s) of business should be considered as a matter of urgency if it cannot await the next scheduled meeting of the Parish Council.



Any reports containing confidential information are for Councillors and the Parish Clerk only.
17.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING


RECOMMENDED: The Parish Council is ASKED to NOTE that the new Parish Clerk is unable to attend the meeting to be held on 25th January 2024. As such, the Parish Council is asked to AGREE a revised date of Thursday 18th January 2024. The meeting will be held at 7.30pm in St Oswald’s Primary School.

As agreed at the May meeting the Parish Clerk had contacted Unity Trust Bank to enquire about Internet/On line banking facilities. In summary, on line banking works in the same way as the cheque book with separation of duties is built into the security and access levels. All the bill payments and standing orders the Council makes are external ones. There are three levels of security and four different access levels:

	SECURITY LEVELS
	DEFINITIONS

	Single
	Payments submitted and authorised by one user

	Dual
	Payments are made by two users, where one user submits the payment and the other authorises

	Triple
	Payments are made by three users, where one user submits the payment and the other two users authorise

	ACCESS LEVELS
	DEFINITIONS

	View Only  
	View only

	View & Submit 

	View and submit but cannot authorise

	View & Authorise
	View and authorise but not submit

	View, Submit & Authorise
	Authorise but cannot view



Payment of the salary to the Parish Clerk should continue to be paid by standing order. The existing bank signatories can be registered. The Parish Council currently pays a £6.00 per month service charge - there is no additional charge for registering for internet banking. The Parish Council is ASKED to consider whether it wants to register for on line banking and if so, which security and access levels they wish to set. 



At the July meeting is was agreed that the Parish Council await a mid-year review when a 


projected outturn would be available before considering how to spend CIL grant. The following 

options were proposed for consideration:

(i) Refurbishment of notice boards
(ii) Replacement notice boards
(iii) Replacement “Welcome to Mollington Village” signs 
In the light of the projected outturn, the Parish Council is asked to DECIDE how it wishes to proceed.
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